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Dear Students: 

This is an unsettled time for all of us, and I want you to know that I am committed to 

continuing your education.  Every one of you is important to me.   

Your first task is to complete Unit 1 below.  You will need to read the attached text and 

complete each of the assignments and Unit 1 test.  I encourage you to use the text as you 

work.  The expectation is that you have them done in the next week, so that we can begin 

Unit 2.  Assignments can be emailed to me at the following address: 

jurlacher@northmasonschools.org 

Or, return completed work to your designated work return station for delivery to the 

school.  Please feel free to email me if I can be of assistance in any way. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Mr. Urlacher 
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Pacific Northwest History Student Instructions: Unit 1 

Read the following pages in your Washington State History textbook: 80-89, 94 (left side only), 

96-99, 102-103, and 106. 

Assignment #1: Map 

Using the map on p. 82 in the textbook, draw a map and label the following tribes on it: 

Coastal Indian Tribes: Makah, Quileute, Chinook, Chehelis, Puyallup, Suquamish, Nisqually, 

Muckleshoot, Duwamish 

Plateau Indian Tribes: Yakima, Colville, Chelan, Spokane, Nez Perce, Walla Walla, Columbia, 

Wanapum 

 

Assignment #2: Vocab 

Instructions: On a separate sheet of paper define the following italicized terms using the 

definitions from the textbook (not your phone).  

Part I: 

Coastal Indians: tribes, village, totem poles, cedar bark, ceremonial masks, longhouse, dugout 

canoes, shaman, potlatch. 

Instructions: Then, use each term correctly in the appropriate sentence below. You will use each 

term once. 

1. One of the most elaborate and famous displays of Coastal wealth were the elaborately carved 

family ______________. 

2. Coastal Indians had a special relationship with the water, often traveling around and across it 

in ______________, which took many months of hard labor to construct. 

3. Coastal Indians used available materials to make their clothing, including dog hair, grass, 

animal skins, and shredded ______________. 

4. Coastal Indian ______________ were permanent settlements and did not tend to move. 

5. The Coastal Indian dwellings were often shed-like structures built from planks or logs called 

______________. 

6. The numerous coastal ______________ of Washington occupied relatively small territories. 

7. Probably the largest and most important of the Coastal Indians’ religious ceremonies was the 

______________, in which Indian chiefs would give away their possessions to people from 

different villages and sometimes tribes to demonstrate their wealth and power. 
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8. Coastal people designed elaborate ______________ to wear during celebrations such as 

weddings and burials. 

9. All Coastal Indian tribes and villages had a spiritual leader known as a ______________. 

Part II: 

Instructions: On a separate sheet of paper define the following italicized terms using the 

definitions from the textbook (not your phone).  

Plateau Indians: nomadic, councils, camas bulbs, pemmican, tepee, pit house, sweat lodges, 

travois, powwows. 

Instructions: Then, use each term correctly in the appropriate sentence below. You will use each 

term once. 

1. Plateau Indians’ village ______________ were composed of respected elders, shamans, and 

chiefs. 

2. As Plateau Indians were often on the move, they needed a mobile form of housing like the 

______________, a cone frame shelter covered by woven mats or animal skins that could be put 

up and taken down quickly. 

3. ______________ were great social and religious gatherings in which many villages, bands, or 

tribes would come together and celebrate important events. 

4. Plateau tribes constructed a building for ritual cleansing with a wooden frame and mud walls 

to keep in steam known as ______________. 

5. ______________ was a food Plateau Indians made from processed animal fat, berries, camas 

root, and fish that could be eaten baked, boiled, or raw. 

6. During cold winters, Plateau Indians sought shelter in caves or constructed a 

______________, a shelter dug into the earth and covered over by animal skins, hides, and earth. 

7. Plateau Indians often dug and ate ______________, which tasted something like a sweet 

potato when cooked in earthen ovens. 

8. The Plateau Indians were ______________ by necessity, moving when food became scarce. 

9. To assist them on long moves, Plateau Indians built ______________, a device that could be 

attached to the shoulders of dogs or horses to help carry belongings or sick or injured tribe 

members. 
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Assignment #3: Identification:  

Instructions: Identify whether the following are part of Coastal (C) or Plateau (P) culture by 

placing a C or P next to each term. 

1. ______ Great Plains 

2. ______ slaves 

3. ______ tribal bands 

4. ______ woodcarving 

5. ______ strict social classes 

6. ______ buffalo hunting 

7. ______ horses 

8. ______ Mount Rainier 

9. ______ whaling 

10. ______ leatherworking 

 

Assignment #4: Short Task/Short Answer:  

Instructions: Complete the following tasks as required. 

1. Create a T-chart listing the characteristics of a potlatch on one side and a powwow on the 

other. 

2. Explain the difference between the terms nomadic and sedentary. Be sure to quote examples 

from the text to support your response. 

3. How did the horse change Plateau culture and society? 

4. Explain why salmon were so important to both Coastal and Plateau Indians. 

5. Compare the role of the chief in Coastal and Plateau society. 

  



Pacific Northwest History  Student Work 

 

PNW History Unit 1 Test:  

Coastal & Plateau Indians 

Vocabulary Matching: 

Instructions: Place each vocabulary term next to the definition that most closely fits its meaning. 

totem poles 

long house 

shaman  

ceremonial masks 

council 

pit house 

travois 

nomadic 

1. ___________________ advisory groups composed of respected elders, shamans, and chiefs in 

Plateau societies 

2. ___________________ a lifestyle that requires moving from place to place 

3. ___________________ elaborate head coverings worn by Coastal Indians while attending 

burial and marriage ceremonies 

4. ___________________ permanent structures made from cedar logs or planks used by Coastal 

Indians in villages 

5. ___________________ tall posts, decorated with elaborate figures and animals used to status 

for individual families in Coastal tribes 

6. ___________________ two poles that could be attached to the shoulders of dogs or horses to 

carry sick or injured tribe members or personal belongings 

7. ___________________ dwelling dug into the ground to provide shelter from snow and 

extreme winds 

8. ___________________ spiritual leader of a tribe or village 

 

Multiple Choice:  

Instructions: Select the best answer to the prompt from those provided. 

1. Which of the following North American Indian groups is located in Washington? 

a. Plateau  

b. Great Basin  

c. Northeast 

d. Plains 

 

2. Identify the only Coastal Tribe among these prominent Washington tribal groups: 

a. Nez Perce  

b. Puyallap  

c. Colville 

d. Walla Walla 
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3. Identify the only Plateau Tribe among these prominent Washington tribal groups: 

a. Suquamish 

b. Makah 

c. Yakima 

d. Nisqually 

 

4. Which class held the lowest status of the four Coastal social classes: 

a. slave 

b. commoner 

c. noble 

d. chief 

 

5. The Coastal chief was selected based on his: 

a. courage 

b. wisdom 

c. height 

d. wealth 

 

6. The Plateau chief was selected based on his:  

a. courage 

b. wisdom 

c. height 

d. wealth 

 

7. Which of the following was the most common spiritual celebration of the Plateau Indians? 

a. potlatch 

b. pow wow 

c. regalia 

d. travois 

 

8. Identify the mode of transportation NOT used by the Plateau Indians in their nomadic way of 

life: 

a. walking 

b. horses 

c. dugout canoe 

d. travois 

 

9. Identify the most common method of transportation used by the Coastal Indians: 

a. walking 

b. horses 

c. dugout canoe 

d. railroad 
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Essay:  

Instructions: Choose ONE of the following questions and, using evidence from the book, write a 

brief explanatory response that addresses the prompt. Your response should be at least two full 

paragraphs long. 

1. Describe the contrasting environments where the Coastal and Plateau Indians lived. How did 

these differing environments shape the two societies? Explain why it was necessary for the 

Plateau Indians to live a nomadic lifestyle, while the Coastal Indians lived a sedentary one. 

2. Compare the Coastal Indian society’s class system with the social structure of the Plateau 

Indian tribes. What were the primary differences between the societies? What might this imply 

about these two cultures? 
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